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POSITIONS DELIVERED 
ina Sermon at the Savoy: © 
: | Since Traduced 
For DANGEROVS: 
Now Afſlerted 
For SOVNDand SAFEF., 


By THOMAS FVLLER, B.D. late 
of Sidney Colledge in Cambridge. 


The —_— are Theſe. 
1 Thatthe Deffrine of the Impoſſibility of a (hurches perfeAfion,in this werld, bei 
underſtood, begets net 1a; neſſe but the more oy wiſe reformers. Tm 


—— 


11 That theChurchof England canner juſtly be taxed with ſuperſtitions innovations. 


LIL How farre private Chriftians, Miniſters and ſubordinate Magiftrates,are to concurrets 
the atvmcing of 4 Publique Reformation. 

TI What pares therein are only t0 be atted by the Supreme power, 

V Of the progreſſe, and praiſe of paſſive obedience. 

VI That no extraordinary Excitations,Incitations, 6r Inſpreations are beſtowed from God, 
on men 111 theſe dayes. | 

VII That it is utterly un/awfull to give any juſt effence tothe papiſt, or to any men what 

vevers 
VIII that advantage ibe Fathers bad of us, in learning and religion;aud what we have of 


them. 
TX That nonew light, or new eſſenall truks, are, or can be revca'ed in this age. 
X That the doftrine of the Charches imper feltion, may ſafely te preached, and canner 
honeſtly be concealed; | 
With ſeverall Letters,to cleare the occaſion of this Beok. 


I will beare the wrath of the Lord, becauſe I have finned againſt him, untill he 
plead my cauſe, and execnte iudgement for me 3 then will he bring me forth to 
the light, and I ſhall ſee his righteouſnefle, Micah. 7-9. 
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PrinteFat London, Anno Dom. 164 3. 
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_ Moſt Sacred,and Reverend 


ASSEMBLY 


For the 


REFORM ATION 
of the CHUR CH, now 
eonvenedbythe PARLIAMENT. - - 


Moſt Sacredand Reverend Divines: 


Fra Have but the thoughts of an Afterxoone to 
Sy ſpread before you;for TExammed theſame 

j Pace that F read, that if it were poſſible 
ight overtake an Errour,ere it goe too farre. 
It is not a little Encouragement that Imay ſit like the 
Propheteſſe under the Palme tree, under ſuch a 
Shade as your ſelves, and what weakeneſſe ſoewer 
may appeare intheſe my Aſſertions: This ayring them 
wander your Patronage,will beale them. For ſo they 
- A 2 brought 


XY , Q — 


brought farth the.fick into the ſtreets » that at 
leaſt the ſhadow of Peter might touch ſome of 
them. Thus have I ſuddenly ſet up my Candle for 
others to Light their Torch at; and,T hope, you will 
pardon me,zf my Zeale to the Truth made me ſee Ano- 
thersfaults ſooner then mine Owne, 


©. £. FourServantiaChrift Teſas 
Tohn Salt marſh. 
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AN TY 3% 


TO 


the Two moſt Famous 


VNIVERSITIES 
ENGLAND: 


ADS Dare not give you ſuch bighEpithites, 

Y as Maſter Saltmarſh beſtoweth upon 

$9 the Aſſembly, to call you the M O'S T Widamylivs 

SACRED. Be contcnted to be Nan. 

Stiled the Two moſt Famoirs Vniverſities ; a Title, —— 

which it is no Flattery to.give you, but Injury primetteripi- 

to deny YOu: #223 34  Repub./.1ult 
I have the Studies of "oa whole dayes to 

ſpread before you.I amnot aſhamed to confeſſe 

ſo much,but ſhould be aſhamed to preſent your 

learned Confiderations with lefle. Arid will ra- 

ther'runne the hazard: of other mens Cenſure, 

to have ſtudied ſo Jong to no purpoſe, then to 


Az . be 


be guilty to my ſelfe of fo much Uiſreſpett to 
Ton,as to offer to your Patronage what coft me 
bur ſleight ſtudying. 

Indeed I examined his Examinations of my 
Sermon with the ſame pace that I read them. 
But I could not confute his Errors ſo ſpeedily as 
I could diſcover them,nor could 1 ſo ſoon make 
them appeare to others, as they appearedto 
me; andthe Evidencing of his Faults did coſt 

me ſome Paines, whereaf 1 hopeIſhall never 
have juſt Cauſe 'toRepent.. + 


I am altogether out of hope that my Truth 
ſhould quickly overtake his Error, which bad 
the Advantage of me both at the Starting and 
inthe Speed ; And yet I beſccve what I want im 
the fwiftnefle of my Feet, I ſhall have in the 
Firmeneficofmyfooting.And when I overtake 
Itatlaſt,as Ianrfure Iſhallfevinpameraths will 
Tire (as being better at hand thenat lenprh JI 
am confident by Gods Athftance, it williget 
firme and quiet Poſleſſionan{;nght of Dppoſi+ 
tIon. | 23 SILICON: TH IMPLE Ol 

It is altogether Improper for moce)to-com+ 
pare Youbeing Two innumber to the Pulue 
Treennder which the Propherafie: Debernb:tace; 

| But 
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But the Azalogie wilt hold well, if I ſhauld ce- 
ſemble You tothe Two Olewe Trees continually 
dropping ayle inthe Preſence of Gad. And me” 
thinks Maſter Saltmerfh bis Exprefitan to the 
Aſſenbly, NDER SVCH 4 SHADE AS 
T0VR SELVES, making ther in the Afſene- 
bly buta Shadaw, ({ and then whats the Sha- 
dow ofa Shadaw worth under which hee deſi- 
reth to fit ? ) wasbutan undervaluingand gi- 
minuctive expreſſing of their worth. 

L hanour you as YouDeoferve, and Coannting 
You a Realavd Laſimng*Subſtance,ſa Faddrefie 


my Refpets unto you: 
Humbly ran——s to be pleated ta Pa- 
tranize and defend this my defence : the rather 


becauſe what dodrines therein: I deliver, nat 
long ſince I ſuckt from Qne of you, and in this 
reſpect E beleive both Breaſts give Milke alike ; 
And therefore as your Learning is moſt Able, 
{o your Goodnefſe wit} bee willing to Protect 
the ſame, not ſo much becauſe I had them from 
you,as becauſe you had them from the Truth. 
Some perchance may blame my Choice in 
Chooſing You for my Protection who in theſe 
troubleſome tunes are ſcarce able to defend 
your 


your ſelves: The Univerſities being-now Degra- 
ded, at leaſt ſuſpended from the degtee of their- 
former Honour. And I wonder, Men ſhould 
now talke of an Extraordinary great Light, when 
the two Eyes of our Land(\o you were ever ac- 


compted ) arealmoſt put out: However this 


ſhort Interruption of your Happineſſe will but 
adde the more to your Honour hereafter, - 
And here,as it were Store of Fridefor me to 


Counſell you, ſoit were want of duty not to 


Comfort you. Know,the only Good Token of 
theſe Timesis, That they are ſo extreamely Bad 
they can never laſt long.Godgive you a ſanQti- 
fied Impreſſion of your Atflictions, neither to 
ſleight them nor ſink under them ; and ſo, for- 
bearing tobe longer troubleſome to your more 
ſerious Employments, reſteth DT Oh 


The meaneſt of your Sonnes  - 
or Nephewes 


Thomas F alter, 


CR PII opoven0009000009950o0y 
is TO THE 
LEARNED 
AND MY 


WORTHY GOOD FRIEND, 
Maſter 


Charles Hetle. 


SIR, 
WW Hen I read a Pamphlet of M. $a/tzarſo written 


againſt me, it ſomething moved my Aﬀetti- 

ons, but nothing removed my Judgement, But 
when I ſaw it recommended to the world with your 
 Approbation,in this manner, 


« Nihil invenio 1n hoc Libello, cui Titulus, 

© (' Examinations,or a diſcovery of ſome dangerons Po» 

« ſitions, deliveredin a Sermon of Reformation Prear 

* ched by Tho.Fulkr,B,D.quin utiliter imprimatur.. 


Charles Herle, 


I muſt confeſle it troubled me not a little, m—_—_ 
either my Eyes or my Underſtanding, that either I miſ- 
read your Name,or had miſ-written ſomething in my Ser- 
mon, Wherefore fearing Partiality might blind me in 
mine Owne Book ( knowivg that El; was not the onely 
Indulgent Father to his owne Ofi-ſpring)I imparted my 
Sermon to ſome whom you reſpect, and they reſpect 
you: Men of ſingular Learning and Piety, to Examine 
It. Theſe likewiſe could diſcover no dangerous Poſi- 
tions in it, except ſuch as were dangerous for a Preacher 
to deliver, but ſafe for People to Receive in theſe 
Troubleſome Times. And I am Confident that their 
Indgement was ſuch, They would not be deceived with 
my Falſehoods : and their Honeſty ſuch, They would 
not deceive me by their Flattery. | 

And now Sir ( Love cannot Hate, but it may juſtly be 
Angry)Conſider how your accuſing of me,to maintaine 
dangerous Poſitions, might,as the Times ſtand, have un- 
done me and mine, and at leaſt haveintituled mee to a 
Priſon, now adayes the Grave of men alive. Times are 
not as formerly, when Schollers might ſafely Traverſe 
a Controverſie in diſputation. Honourable Tilting is 
left off, ſince men fell to down-right killingzand in vaine 
ſhould I diſpute my Innocence againſt Souldiers vio- 
lence, who would interpret the Accuſation of a man 
of your Credit to be my ſufficient Conviction. 

I have in this -»zy Defezce, ſo well as God did Enable 
me, more clearely expreſſed, and ſtrongly confirmed 
the PoſitionsI formerly delivered, and requeſt you to 
tell mee, whichare the dangerous Points that here [ 
mainetaine. By the Lawes of curLand, the Creditor 
hath his Choice, whether he will ſue the Reincipall, or 

| the 


the Surety, and diſcretion will adviſe him, to ſue him 
which is moſt ſolvedble. ' Your Ability is ſufficiently 
knowne,and feeing you have beene pleaſed to be bour.d 
tor Maſter Sa/tmarſþ bis Bquke, in your Approving it : 
blame me not Sir, if I (I will not ſay ſue you ) but Sue to 
you for my Reparation, . 

If you can Convince'me of my Faults herein ( and I 
will bring great defire, and ſome capacity to Learne 
from you) I ſhall owne my ſelfe your Pcoſelyte, thanke 
God for yougand ycu for my Converlion. Yea in a Prin- 
ted ſheet I will doe publique Penance tothe open view 
of the World,to ſhew men, that although I had ſu much 
Isnorance as to Erre, I have not fo much Impudence as 
to Perſiſt inan Errour, and ſhall remaine, 


Totvrs in all Chriſtian Offices. 
THOMAS FULLER. 


To the Reverend and his Worthy 
good Friend, Maſter IOHN DOWNAM. 


SIR, 


TYEing about to read Maſter Salt-:arſþ his examina- 
tion of a Sermon of mine,which you ( to the Prea- 
chers credit,and Printers ſecurity) were pleaſed to 

approve for Orthodox and Vſefull,mine eyes in the begin= 

ning thereof, were entertained (I cannot ſay welcomed ) 

with this following note, . 


An Advertiſement returned tothe Author,by a 
Reverend Divine, to certifie him touching 
the Licenſert allowance of Maſter Fullers 
late Sermon of Reformation, 


© Sir, To (atisfie you concerning M, Downams approbation: 
© of Maſter Fullers Serzzou of Reformation, I dſſure you T 
© heard him complaine.that hewas wronged by him,in that ha- 
© vine taken exception at ſome paſſages of that Sermon, Ma= 
«© ſter Fuller prozzijed 10 axwend them according to his cor- 
© retion,but that he did not performe what he promiſed, 
— Conclude me notguilty if I weremoved, but ſence- 
lefleif I had not beene perplext with this accuſation. 
Had it beene true,I want a word bad enough toexpreſſe 


the 


the foulenefle of my deed. Yea iuſtly may my preach« 
iog be ſuſpected of falſhuod, if my praftiſe be convicted 
of diſhoneſty. We know how the Corinthians, frem the 
ſuppoſed breach of S. Pals ſolemne promiſe, were rea- 
dy to infer the falſity, ar leaſt the levity of bis dodrine, 
till the Apoſtle had refified their miſtake, This added 
alſo to my treuble, that I can privately enjoy my inno- 
cence with more contentment to my ſelfe, then I can 
publikly declare it with ſafety to others. For the pre- 
ſent therefore.all that I will returne,1s this, 

Here is an Accuſation without a witneſle,or a witnefſe 
without a name, and both without truth. Would 
the Ink= of thisreverend Divine ( whoſoever he was ) 
only hold out to blot my name, and not to ſubſcribe his 
owne? Weknow what Court was complayned of, as a 
great grievance, becauſe Men thereia might not know 
their Accuſers, If it cannot confiſt with our mutuall 


2 Cor. 1:17,18,., : 


ſafety,to have my accuſers ( as S. Paul had ) face to face, yet As 35-16, 


it will ſtand with equity, I ſhould have them name to 
name: till when, I account thisnameleſle note,no better 


_ thenaLibel bothon you and me. 
God put an end unto theſe wofall times, before 


they putan end tous; that all outward hoſtility being 
Jaid afide, we may have more leiſure to attend, and com- 
fort to follow, that inward Chriſtian Warefare, which 
your paines have fo well deſcribed. 


Yonrs in Chriff Tefws 
Tho mas Fuller, 


B3 TO 


SLEHPHHLSIHPELHAHERHHCHRNEHEDS. 
af fo pr oo oa agerevess 


To Maſter FOHNC SALTMARSH 
Miniſter of Heſlerton in Yorke-ſhire. 


SIR, 


Ou have almoſt converted ;me, to be of your opi- 

| _ nion, that ſome extraordinary Light 18 peculiarly 
conferred on men in this age.Secing what coſt me 

many dayes to make, yeu in fewer houres, could make 
void and confute. You examined ( you lay )the ſame pace, 
you read, and { as is intimated) wrote as faſt, as you exa- 
mined,and all x one ofter003.T his if it were falſe,I won- 
der you would ſay it; and if it were true, I wonder you 
could doe it, However I commend your policy herein : 
for belides that you have given the world notice of the 
Pregnancie of your parts, (and it is no fault of yours, 
if you be rather heard then beleeved ) hereby you have 
done me a greatdifadvantage. Forif I atleilure diſco- 
ver ſome notable errors in yourexaminations, you have 
a-preſent Plea,that you wrote them ſuddenly,and I ſhall 
only be repaired for the wrong that you have done me, 
with your raptims ſcripta, whereas you had! done God as 
xwwch Glory, the cauſe as much good, more right to your 
ſelfe, and creditto me,if you had tooke more time, and 
more truely. 
And now conſider, you only endeavour to confate 
ſome diſmembred ſentences. of my Sermony. of which 
ſome 


ſome are falſely, and more of them imperfeRly alleged. 
You know,how in a continued fpeech,one part receives 
and returnes ſtrength and luſtre unto another. And how 
' eafie is it, to overthrow the ſtrongeſt ſentence, when it 
is cut off from the Aſſiſtance of the Coherence, before 
andafter it? Alas, this difiointing of things, undoeth 
kingdomes as well as ſermons, whileſt even weake mat- 
ters are preſerved by their owne unity and entireneſle. I 
have dealt more fairely with you, and ſet downe your 
whole Examinations, thereby not expecting any praiſe, 
but preventing jaſt cenſure,if I had done otherwiſe. 

It you demand why my anſwer comes ſo late, ſeeing 
ſolong ſilence may be interpreted a conſent. Know Sir, 
it wasthe tenth of September, before either friend in 
love, would doe me the favour: or foe in anger, the diſ- 
courtelie,to convey your booke unto me. 

Whether this proceeded from the intercepting com- 
merce betwixt the City and the Country, or that your 
Booke was Joath to come out of London:as fenſible,thar 
the ſtrength of your poſitions, conſiſted in the fortifica- 
tions thereof. 

Whenl had received one of your bookes, I had not 
Jour preſent parts to anſwer it, Men muſt doe, as they 
may doe-I hope,though my credit may,Gods cauſe ſhall 
not ſuffer by my delayzſceing Truth doth not abate with 
time. Herel ſpeake not of thoſe many afflitions, that 
have befalne me, as not being ſo unreaſonable; as toex» 
pe any pitty from others,in theſe dolefull dayes,wher- 
in Kone are ar leiſure to bemoane the miſery of any pri» 
vate men, whilſt the generall Calamity ingroſleth all 
greife to it ſelfe, and yet, may fy, ſuch loſſes could not 


butdiſturbe my ſtudies. 
When 


' WhenT had finiſhed my anſwer, I'could not ſo ſpee- 
dily provide to haveit printed. And to ſpeake plainely, 
I wasadviſed by my beſt friends, to paſle by your 
pamphlet altogether with ſilence and neglect, and apply 
my ſelte onely toenlarge my Sermon. for the ſatisfacti- 
on of others, 

However, that you may ſee I will not decline any 
thing : I have anſweredevery operative paſſage 16 your 
Examination, 

Here I might take juſt exception at the ſentence pre- 
fixed in the title page of your booke, 2 Tim. 3.5. Having 
a forme of Godlineſſe, but denying the power thereof, Out of 
the wholequiver of the Bible, could you chooſe no 0- 
ther Arrow to ſhoot, and make me your marke 2 whom 
if youtaxe for a zveere formaliſt; God grant I may make a 
good uſe of your bad (uſpition of me, endeavouring to 
acquit my ſelfe in Heaven, whom you have accuſed on 
Earth : Imuſt ſtand or fall tomy owne Maſter, to whom T 
hope I fhall Zaxd, being held up by my Saviour.Remem- 
ber,remember,we muſt all appeare before Gods Judg- 
2ent Seat, when thoſe things which have beex done in ſe- 
crer,{hall bebrought to light. Meane time goe you on,a 
faſt as you can in the high way to heaven; but be not too 
free, willfully to daſh your fellow travellers, with foule 
aſperſions : forif dirt may paſle for coine, debts in this 
nature, may eaſily be paid you backe againe,ſa reſteth 


Thowas Fuller, 


TO 


TOMY 


DEARE PARISH 


SAINT, | 


MARY SAVOY. 


ving that although my calamities have divorced 
me from your bed and board, the matrimoniall 
knot betwixt us is not yet reſcinded, No not although 
you have admitted another,(for feareI hope rather then 
affeQion ) into my place. I remember how David when 
forced to fly from his wife, yet till cals her, —_— Mi- . Sam.3.14;' 
chall:evcn when at that time, ſhe was in the poſſcflion © 
Phalticl the ſonne of Laifh, whohadrather bedded then 
wedded her. 

This SermonT firſt made for your ſake, as providing 
it, not asa feaſt toentertaine ſtrangers, but a meale to 
feed my family. And now having againe inlarged and 
confirmed it,I preſent it toyou, as having therein a pro- 
per intereſt, being confident, that nothing but good and 
profitable truth is thereincontaia'd. 

C Some 


WH deare Pariſh, for ſo Idare call you, as concei- 


1 Cor 9.26, 


Gen. 31-27. 
Secn.z1.37, 


Luk.8. 18, 
AcQs 1711s 


Some perchance will obiect, that if my Sermon were 
fotrue, why then did I preſently leave the pariſh when 
I had preached it? My anſwer is legible in the Capita! 
letters of other miniſters miſerie, who remaine tn the 
City. I went away, for the preſent diftrefſe, thereby reſer- 
ving my ſelfe to doe you longer and better ſervice? if 
Gods providence ſhall ever reſtore me unto you againe. 
And ifany tax mee as Labar: taxed Jacob, Wherefore didft 
thou flee away ſecretly,without taking ſotemne leave? I ſay 
with 1ecob to Laben, becauſe I was afraid. And that plaine 
dealing Patriarch, who cou'd not be accuſed for pur- 
loining aſhooz latchet of other mens goods,confeſſeth 
himſelte guilty of that Jawfull felony, thathee Pole away 
for his owne ſafety : ſeeing truth it ſelfe may ſometimes 
ſecke corners, not as fearing her cauſe, but as ſuſpeCting 
her judge. | | 

And now all that I have to fay to you,1is this, Take beed 
how you beare : imitate the wiſe and noble Berears, what= 


. ſoever the Doctor, ordodtrine bee which teacheth, or is 


taught unto you. Segrch the Scripture dayly whether theſe 
things be ſo. Hanfell this my counſell,onthis my booke - 
and here beginning, hence proceed to examine all Ser-- 
mons,by the ſame rule of Gods word. 

Only this I adde alſo, Pray daily toGod, to fend us a 
good and happy Peace; before we be all brought to ut- 
ter confufion. You know,how Fn al my Sermons unto 
you, by leave of my Text, wonld have a paſſage in the 
praiſe of Peace. Still I am of the ſame opinion, The lon- 
gerl ſee this warre,the leffe I like it, and the more Tloath 
i. Not ſomuch becauſe it threatens temporall ruine to 
our Kingdome, as becaule it will bring a generall ſh = 

tual 


tual! hardnefſe of hearts, Andif this warre long conti- 

nues,we may be affeſted for the departure of charity, as 

the Epheſians were at the going away of Saint Pal, Sor- ag..c..c - 
rowing moſt of a, that we ſhall ſee the face thereof no more. 
Strive therefore in your prayers that, that happy condi- 

tion which our ſinnes made us unworthy to hold,our re- 

pentance may,through Gods acceptance thereof, make 

us worthy to regaing, 


Towr Loving Miniſter 
THOMAS FULLER. 


ARs 24.5. 
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Tothe unpartaall Reader. 


E not affraid to peruſe my Poſitions, though they 
Be accuſed to bee dargerous, The Saints did not 
teare infection from the company of Saint Pal, 
though he was indicted to be a Peſtzlent Fellow. 
Toacquaint you with my intentions in this Book{that 
ſoyou may proportion yourexpectation accordingly ) 
HereinT have to my Power vindicated the truth: conſul- 
ting with my conſcience,not outward ſafety; Infomuch 
that care not whom [I diſpleaſed, to pleaſe the Bird in 
#:y Breaſt. Yea when theaCtions of other men, have by 
the Examiner beene laid to my charge, have tooke the 
boldneſſe to leave them to their Authors to defend. For 
though Honeſtie commands me to pay my owne debts, 
yet diſcretion adviſ.th me from Solozzoxs mouth, toa- 
void Swreti-ſhip, and not to Breake my ſelfe with being 
bound for the Errors of others. SY 
I cannot but expe to procure the Il|-will of many, 
becauſc I have gone in a middle and moderate way, be- 
twixt all extremities. 1 remember a ſtory too trucly ap- 
pliable tome, Oacea Jayler demanded of a Priſoner, 
newly committed unto him : whether or no he were a 
Roman Catholick. No, anſwered he : what then {ſaid 
he.are10u an Anabaptiſt? Neither replied the Priſoner, 
What,(faid the other) are you a Browniſt, Nor ſo ſaid the 
man 
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man, 142: 4 Proteſtand.f Then ſaid the Jayler, get you into 
thedungeon: I will afford no favor to you, who ſhall get 
no profit by you - Had you beene of any of the other re- 
ligions, fome hope had togaine by the viſits of ſuch as 
are of your owne profeſſion. Iam likely to finde no bet- 
ter uſage,in this age, who profeſle my ſclfe to be a plaine 
Proteſtant, without wealt or garde, or any Addiiion 2 
equally oppoſite to all Hereticks and Se@&aries. 

Let me mate this with another obſervation. By the 
Law of the twelve Tables, if a man were indebted but A 
toone creditor, he had noPower overhis body : but ondclidun M "i 
if he owed mony to many, and was not ſolvable, all his 
crzditors together might ſhare his body betwixt them, 
and by joynt conſent pluck him in peeces. Me thinks, a 
good Moral! lurkes 1a this cruell Law : namely,that men 
who oppoſe one adverſary alone,may come offand ſhift 
pretty well, whilſt he who provokes many enemies,muſt 
expe to bee torne aſunder : and thus the poore Le- 
vite» will bee rent into as many f1:ces, as the Lewites Iudg.15:29. 
wife was. 

Yet I take notmy ſelfe to bee of ſo deſolate and for- 
lornea Religion, as tohave no fellow profeſlors with 
me. IfI thought ſo, I ſhould not only ſuſpect, but con- 
demne my judgement: having ever as much loved fin- 
olenefle of heart, as 1 have hated ſingularity of opinion. 
I conceive not my ſelfe like Eliah to be left alone: having, , King. 39-14. 
asI am confident, in England, more then ſeventy thou- 
ſand, juſt of the ſame Religion with me. And amongſt 
theſe, there is one in price and value, eminently worth 
tenne thowſand.even our gratious Soveraigne,whom God: 
in ſafety and honour long preſerve among(tus. 


And here I muſt waſh away _ , —_— 
ut 
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_ throwing away a weed,though in a 


but falſely caſt on men of my profeſſion and temper :for 


all zwoderate men, are commonly condemned for Lxke= 


warme 
Asitis true, Spe latet vitinm proximitate bon. 
It isas true, Sepelatet virtue proximitate mali, 
And as Lukewarmneſle hath often fared the better ( the 
more mens ignorance) for pretending neighbourhood 


tomageration : ſo Moderation ( the more her wrong ) 
hath many times ſuffered for having ſome ſuppoſed vi- 


cinity with Juke warmnefle. However they are ata grand. 


diſtance, Moderation being an wholeſome Cordiall to 
the foule : whilſt lukewarmneſſ:(a temper which ſe-kes 
to reconcile hot and cold ) is lo diſtaſteful}, thar beahh ie 
felfe ſeemes ſick of it, and vomits it out- And we may ob- 
ſerve theſe differences betwixt them. 


Firſt the Lukewarme man (though it be hard to tell. 


what he is; who knowes nut what heis himſelfe) 1s fix't 
to no one opinion, anc: hath no certain creed to beleeves 
Whereas the Moderate man, ſticks to his principles, ta- 
king Truth whereſoever he findes it, in the opinions of 
friend,or foe;gathering an herb, — ina ditch : and 
zarden. | 

Secondly,the Lukewarme man,is both the archer and 
marke himſelfe 3 aiming only at his owne outward ſe- 
curity. The Moderate man, levels at the glory of God, 
the quiet of the Church, the chooſing of the Truth, and 
contenting of his confcience, 

Laſtly, the Lukewarme man, as hee will live in any 
Religion, ſo he will dye for none. The Moderate man, 
what he hath warily choſen, will valiantly maintaine, at 
leaſt wiſe intends, and deſires to defend it, to the m_ 
| E 
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- them. And time will come,w 


lence. Andin this ſenſe, I may ſay, the moſt moderate 
men are the moſt violent, and will not abate an hoofe, 
or haires breadth, in their Opinions, whatſoever it coſt 

- Moderate men, ſhall be 
honoured as Gods Doves,though now they be hooted at, 
as Owles in the Deſart. 

But my Leiter ſwelstoo great, I muſt breakoff, Only 
requeſting the reader by all obligations of charity. Firſt, 
to read over MY Sermon, before he entreth on the Exami« 
24tion.T o conclude, when I was laſt in Zondor,it was ge- 
nerally reported that I was dead:nor was I diſpleaſed to 
heare it. May lI learne from hence with the Apoſtle,To 
Die daily. And becauſe to God alone tis known, how'ſoon 
my death may come,I deſire to ſet forth this book as my 
Will ind Teſtament,which if it can be of no uſe to therea- 
der,it may be ſome eaſe and comfort to the writer, that 
the world may know, in this multitude of Religions, 
what is the Religion of | 


Thy Servast in Chriſt Teſws - 
Tho mas Fuller, * 


The &ivgdome of Heaven(laith our Saviour) ſuffereth vio Matar.nts 


